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BOOK IX.

CHAPTEE   I.

In which the history looks backwards.

BEFORE we proceed farther with our history, it may be
proper to look hack a little, in order to account for the
late conduct of doctor Harrison; which, however incon-
sistent it may have hitherto appeared, when examined to
the bottom, will be found, I apprehend, to be truly con-
gruous with all the rules of the most perfect prudence,
as well as with the most consummate goodness.

We have already partly seen in what light Booth
had been represented to the doctor abroad. Indeed,
the accounts which were sent of the captain, as well
by the curate as by.a gentleman of the neighbomiiood,
were much grosser and more to his disadvantage than
the doctor was pleased to set them forth in his letter
to the person accused. What souse he had of Booth's
conduct, was, however, manifest by that letter. Never-
theless he resolved to suspend his final judgment till
his return; and, though he censured him, would not
absolutely condemn him without ocular demonstration..

The doctor, on his return to his pariah, found all the
accusations which had been transmitted to him confirmed
bv many witnesses, of which the curate's wife, who had
been formerly a friend to Amelia, and still preserved the